Jesus Christ (Peace be upon Him) has an elevated station within
Islam. In the Quran and Hadith (sacred narrations) quoted from
the Prophet of Islam and his family, Jesus (PBUH) is always re-
ferred to in a glorified manner. For this very reason, a great number
of teachings and instructive sayings of Jesus (PBUH) have been
passed down in volumes of Hadith. These traditions can serve as
enlightening beacons of guidance which provide beneficial les-
sons on how to live one’s life.

The collection before you consists of forty wise sayings and teach-
ings of Jesus (PBUH).
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Preface:

Originating from one and the same divine source, many of the
world’s religions are bound to each other in different ways.
The varying differences that exist between these religions have
been due to the inroads of history and the distortions brought
about therein. The emergence of each successive religion has
been for the sake of salvaging the previous ones from the evil
clutches of distortion. Thus, having faith in the last Prophet
and God’s final religion doesn’t mean the denouncement of
previous faiths, but is rather a step forward in the quest for a
more inclusive truth.

Jesus Christ (Peace be upon Him) has an elevated station with-
in Islam. In the Quran and Hadith (sacred narrations) quoted
from the Prophet of Islam and his family, Jesus (PBUH) is always
referred to in a glorified manner. For this very reason, a great
number of teachings and instructive sayings of Jesus (PBUH)
have been passed down in volumes of Hadith. These traditions
can serve as enlightening beacons of guidance which provide
beneficial lessons on how to live one’s life.

The collection before you consists of forty wise sayings and
teachings of Jesus (PBUH).






The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

The Good Companion
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It has been narrated by Imam Sadiq (a.s) that the Messenger of
God (PBUH) said:

The Apostles asked Jesus: Oh spirit of God! Whose company
are we to keep? Jesus replied: One whose sight makes you
remember God, whose speech adds to your knowledge and
whose conduct makes you yearn for the Hereafter.

( Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 331/ hadith 72)
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The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

Avoiding Vain-talk
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It has been narrated by Imam Sadiq (a.s):

Jesus (PBUH) used to say: Do not speak too much about mat-
ters in which God is not remembered, for verily the hearts of
those who do so become hardened while they realize it not.

(al-Kafi/ volume 2/ page 114/ hadith 11)
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The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

The Evils of Self-pride
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Oh Apostles! How many lanterns have been extinguished by
the wind and how many devoted servants of God have been
destroyed by self-pride!

(Mustadrak-al-wasail/ volume 1/ page 139/ hadith 10)
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How to Grasp God’s Blessing
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Verily you will not attain that which you love except through
having patience with that which you hate.

(Mustadrak-al-wasail/ volume 2/ page 425/ hadith 22)

@



The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

The Disease and Physician of Religion
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The Commander of the Faithful (First Infallible Imam, Ali the son
of Abi-Taleb, PBUH) said:

Jesus the son of Mary said: Money is the plague of religion
while scholars are its physicians. Whenever you see a phy-
sician drawing the plague upon himself, beware of him and
know that he is not an adviser of anyone.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 319/ hadith 21)
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Love of the World and Love of the Hereafter
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Love of the world and love of the hereafter cannot mix in the
heart of a believer just as water and fire cannot mix within a
vessel.

(Bihar-al-anwar / volume 14/ page 327/ hadith 50)
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The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

The Road to Good Manners
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Jesus (PBUH) was asked: Who taught you good manners? He re-
plied:

No one has taught me good manners. | saw the ugliness of
ignorance and | put it aside.

( Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 326/ hadith 44)
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The Unseen Hereafter

sl ade guns 6
i3 Al e B B 1 Gl
(FOg «YYY (2 OF £ lsbl)

10909 el dnle s
&S Sy oapal oy bl | solel i oS S b s Lisg>

Jesus (PBUH) said:

Blessed is he who abandons his current desires for a promise
that cannot be seen.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 327/ hadith 45)
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Modesty
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Jesus (PBUH) prepared some food for the Apostles. When
they were done eating, he himself washed their hands. They
said: Oh spirit of God, it was our duty to wash your hands. Je-
sus (Peace be upon him) said: This | did so that you treat your
disciples in the very same way.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 327/ hadith 42)
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Building a House on the Ocean’s Waves
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Who would build a house on the ocean’s waves? Likewise, do
not consider this world to be your home.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 327/ hadith 41)

@



The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

Optimism
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Accompanied by the Apostles, Jesus (PBUH) passed by the

carcass of a dog. They said: What a terrible stench this dog
has! Jesus then said: What white teeth it has!

(Tanbih-al-khawatir/ volume 1/ page 117)



The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

Acting on One’s Knowledge
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Jesus Christ (PBUH) said:

He who learns and acts upon his knowledge is mentioned
with great praise in the heavens.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 2/ page 38/ hadith 57)

@



The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

How to Earn God’s Love?
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Jesus was asked: Teach us just one action by which God will
love us. Jesus replied:

Hate the world and God will love you.
(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 328/ hadith 54)



The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

Completing Your Blessings
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God revealed to Jesus:

When | grant you a blessing, embrace it with humility so that
I may complete it for you.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 328/ hadith 56)
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What Never Falls Prey to the Fire
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Jesus (PBUH) told his disciples:

Increase your actions in that which the Fire does not
consume. They then asked: And what is that? Jesus replied:
Good deeds.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 330/ hadith 65)
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Losing One’s Worth
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Imam Sadiq (PBUH) said:

Jesus the son of Mary (PBUH) said: One who lies too much
loses his worth.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 330/ hadith 69)
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The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

The Bridge
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

This world is no more than a bridge; so cross it and do not
spend time adorning it.

(aL-Khisal/ page 65/ hadith 95)
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The Last Stone
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Jesus the son of Mary (PBUH) said:

Oh Apostles! People say: A firm foundation is what makes a
building, but | say otherwise. They asked: And what do you
say oh Spirit of God? Jesus replied: | say that verily the last
stone that the builder places down is what makes a building.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 322/ hadith 30)
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The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

The Slave of This World
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Jesus (PBUH) said:
Do not take the world as a lord, for it will take you as a slave.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 327/ hadith 47)
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The Deceptions of This World
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One day, this world appeared before Christ (PBUH) in the
guise of a beautiful, celestial woman. Christ asked her: How
many times have you married? She said: Numerous times. He
asked: Did you divorce all of them? She said: No, | killed all of
them! Christ said: Woe to your current husbands! How could
they not consider the fate of those who have come before
them?

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 1/ page 153/ hadith 29)
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How to Gain Mercy
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In the Gospel is written:

Blessed are those who have mercy on one another, for they
are those who will receive mercy on Judgement Day.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 145-146/ hadith 29)



The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

The Need to Act on One’s Knowledge
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Imam Sajjad (PBUH) said: In the Gospel is written:

Do seek knowledge that you will not act upon. For verily
knowledge that is not acted upon will only take you further
from God.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 318/ hadith 19)
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The Light of the Heart
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Christ (PBUH) said:
Indeed, deep wisdom and insight is the light of every heart.
(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 316/ hadith 17)
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Avoidance of Too Much Grief
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Jesus (PBUH) said:
The body of one who grieves too much will surely becomeill.
(al-Amali by Saduq /page 636/ hadith 853)
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The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

Keeping the Lovers of This
World at a Distance
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Do not gaze at the possessions of worldly people, for the
glitter of their riches will take away the light of your faith.

(al-Mahajjat Al-bayza’/ volume 7/ page 328)
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The Value of Being Needless of Others
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

My servants are my two hands, my horses are my two legs,
my bed is the hard earth, and my pillow is a rock. My source
of heat in the winter is the light of the sun. ...... | pass my
nights while | don’t have anything, | rise in the morning while
| do not have anything. However, there is no one on the face
of this earth that is richer than | am.

:3 ) (Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 239/ hadith 17)



The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

Keeping God in View at All Times
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Imam Sadiq (PBUH) said: In addressing Jesus, God said:
Oh Jesus, wherever you may be, keep me in view.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 289,293/ hadith 14)
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Abandoning Lowly Desires
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Among God'’s teachings to Jesus (PBUH) was:
Oh Jesus! Abandon any desire that distances you from me.
(al-Kafi/ volume 8/ page 136/ hadith 103)
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The Wise Teachings of Jesus Christ (PBUH)

Knowledge without Action
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

The most wretched of people is he who is well-known for his
knowledge and not for his actions.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 2/ page 52/ hadith 19)
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Bearing Insults with Patience
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Among the teachings of Christ (PBUH) is the following:

Blessed are you if when envied, cursed, backbitten and slan-
dered, you are filled with delight. For verily your reward will
become abundant in the heavens.

(Tuhaf-al-uqul / page 501)
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A Greater Servant of God
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Jesus (PBUH) addressed a man saying: What is your profession?
He said: | have taken up deep worship. Jesus asked: Then who
provides your livelihood? He said: My brother does. Then Je-
sus said to him: Then your brother is a greater servant of God
than you.

(Tanbih-al-khawatir/ volume 1/ page 65)
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The Sweetness of Worship
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Let me reveal a truth to you: Just as a sick man gazes upon
delicious food but cannot savour it due to his extreme pain,
the worldly man cannot savour the sweetness of worship due
to his love for money.
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(Tuhaf-al-uqul/ page 507)
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Practicing What You Know
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

He who knows, acts upon his knowledge and teaches it, is
considered with glorious magnificence in the highest of
heavens.

(Tanbih-al-khawatir/ volume 1/ page 82)
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Seeking the Truth
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Take the truth from people of falsehood and do not take
falsehood from people of truth. Be critical of what you hear

(al-Mahasin/ volume 1/ page 359/ hadith 769)
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The Scholar and Loving this World
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

How could he who prefers his material life to his afterlife be
counted amongst those with knowledge? He who embraces
his material life and prefers what is harmful to him over that
which is beneficial.

(Munyat-al-murid/ page 141)
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The Time of Judgement
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Imam Sadiq (PBUH) said:

Jesus the son of Mary (PBUH) asked Gabriel (PBUH): When will
Judgement Day be? Gabriel began to tremble a great trembling un-
til he lost consciousness. When he awoke, he said: Oh Spirit of God!
The one who has been inquired knows no more than the inquirer.
The answer is with He to whom the heavens and the earth belong.
The Day of Judgement will not come but unexpectedly.

(Qisas-al-anbia’/ page 271/ hadith 346)
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Forgetting One’s Own Defects
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Lo God’s sinful servants! You blame people based on mere
suspicion, while you don’t blame yourselves even while cer-
tain of your own faults.

(Tuhaf-al-uqul/ page 501)
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A Vessel of Wisdom
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Jesus (PBUH) said:

Aslong as hearts do not become torn apart by desires, stained
by greed and hardened by material goods, they will become
vessels of deep wisdom.

(Tuhaf-al-uqul/ page 504)
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The Importance of Remembering Death

e e g JB
Caad ity L g,gjf;\g\s;w\g)\
o) S G556 AL 151 01 G A
~J='Jé33)3~33§3\<~3-“¢35> A3y

(\Wzera e Ve uls¥IE)

:oy}pw|ww

3950 3 5 9 (S 9025515 LT3l 5 239t g ol s
2y, Ll palae olie g 0igis oy o ol b o8y il i 5 Ledos
’&9‘:«.’6@ S/o 3 . - ¢ !.S i'"’

Jesus (PBUH) said:

When a mule is left unridden, unworked and unloaded for
a long time, its nature will change and will become bad tem-
pered. Hearts are just the same, when they are not softened
by the remembrance of death followed by the perseverance
of worship, they will become rough and hardened.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 309/ hadith 17)
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Who Is a Fool?
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Imam Sadiq (PBUH) said:

Jesus the son of Mary said: | gave medicine to the sick and
cured them by God'’s will. | gave sight to the blind and healed
the leaper by God’s will. | tended to the dead and gave them
life by God'’s will. | tended to the fool but | was unable to cor-
rect him. Jesus was then asked: Oh spirit of God! Who is a
fool? Jesus replied: One who is enamoured with himself and
his own ideas, who sees only himself in possession of every
virtue, and who considers only himself as right and no one
else. Such a person as this is a fool to whose cure there is no
road.

(Bihar-al-anwar/ volume 14/ page 324)
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