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Abstract

Ms Tehran, Malik 1650 includes not only one of the earliest witnesses of al-Miqdad
b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Hilli al-SuytuT's (d. 826/1422—23) al-Anwar al-jalaliyya
li-l-Fusul al-nasiriyya, completed in 852/1448, but also a quotation from the other-
wise lost K. al-Minhaj, a theological summa by the early seventh/thirteenth-century
Imami scholar Salim b. Mahfat Ibn ‘Uzayza (or ‘Aziza) that was popular among Imami
scholars of al-Hilla until the ninth/fifteenth century. The present study discusses the
scarce available data about Salim b. Mahfaz and the reception of his K. al-Minhaj,
and it includes an editio princeps of the portion of the work that is preserved in Ms
Malik 1650.
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Over the course of the first half of the sixth/twelfth century and especially during
the century’s second half, Imami mutakallimiin developed growing reservations
about the doctrines of the Bahshami Mu‘tazilis that went hand in hand with a
gradual—real or imagined—“return” to the early doctrines of the Imams. The
most renowned representative of the new trend to “(re-)imamize” Mu‘tazili
thought was Sadid al-Din Mahmud b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan al-Himmasi al-Razi,
who flourished during the second half of the sixth/twelfth century (b. ca. 500/
106-17, d. after 600/1204) and who completed his comprehensive theologi-
cal summa, al-Mungidh min al-taqlid wa-l-murshid ila l-tawhid al-musamma
bi-I-Ta'lig al-‘iraqi, on 9 Jumada 1 581 (8 August 1185) in al-Hilla. In this work,
al-Himmasi endorsed the teachings of Abu I-Husayn al-Basri (d. 436/1044)
and his follower and interpreter Rukn al-Din Ibn al-Malahimi (d. 536/1141),
which he apparently considered to be closer than the Bahshamite teachings
were to those of the Imams. Moreover, al-Himmasi held the doctrines of Abu
l-Husayn and his followers to be essentially in agreement with those of the
school of Baghdad. This claim, which is historically inaccurate and pre-dates
al-Himmasi, may be interpreted as an attempt to reestablish the theologi-
cal system of al-Mufid, who had argued that his doctrine faithfully reflected
the teachings of the Imams. Al-Himmasi hailed from Rayy, which, alongside
Khurasan (especially Nishaptur and Bayhaq), was one of the most important
centres of Imami and non-Imami thought and a place where the doctrines
of Abu I-Husayn al-Basr1 were well known and hotly debated. Al-Himmast’s
teaching activities constituted an important route through which the doctri-
nal thought of Abt 1-Husayn al-Basr1 reached al-Hilla.! However, we have few
theological texts written between the time of al-Himmasi and that of Nasir
al-Din al-Tast (b. 597/1201, d. 672/1274),2 who is usually credited with having

1 There were, however, some alternative routes; see Ansari and Schmidtke, “Philosophical
Theology”.

2 Besides the doctrinal writings of al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli (on whom see below), a few anony-
mous theological works that have reached us might have been written during this interim
period. For details, see Ansari and Schmidtke, “Twelver Shiis”, pp. 209—210; see also Ansari
and Mousavi, “Five Imami Credal Texts”.
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“modernized” Twelver Shi1 theology by introducing Avicennan notions into
Imami kalam discussions.?

Some writings by the followers of the doctrine of Abu 1-Husayn al-Basri
among the scholars of al-Hilla have come down to us, and one of the earliest
of these was Najm al-Din Abu 1-Qasim Ja‘far b. al-Hasan b. Sa‘1d (“al-Muhaqqiq
al-Hillt", d. 676/1277), author of a concise theological work entitled al-Maslak
ftusul al-din. The biographical literature mentions among his teachers Salim
b. Mahfaz Ibn “‘Uzayza (or ‘Aziza), who authored an influential kalam work,
al-Minhaj, portions of which al-Muhaqqiq read with his teacher. Al-Muhaqqiq
also studied with this teacher Fakhr al-Din al-Raz1’s (d. 606/1209) K. Muhassal
afkar al-mutaqaddimin wa-l-muta’akhkhirin, as well as shay’ min ilm al-awa’il,
that is, philosophy, indicating that Imami theologians were introduced to phil-
osophical thought already before Nasir al-Din al-Tasi. Moreover, al-Muhaqqiq
also transmitted the important legal work K. al-Mabsut of al-Shaykh al-Tasi
(d. 460/1067) through his teacher Salim b. Mahfaz.* Another student who read
the K. al-Minhajwith Salim was Radi al-Din ‘Ali b. Masa Ibn Tawas (d. 664/1266),
who also studied portions of Salim’s K. al-Tabsira, the topic of which is unknown.®
It is noteworthy that Ibn Tawiis was familiar with al-Himmasi al-Razi, whom
he praised, whereas he was a fierce opponent of Bahshami kalam.6 Salim b.
Mahfiz’s K. al-Minhaj was regularly referred to and quoted until the ninth/fif-
teenth century by Imami scholars such as Shihab al-Din Isma‘ll Ibn al-‘Awdi
al-Asadi al-Hilli (fl. seventh/thirteenth century), Hasan b. Yasaf b. al-Mutahhar
al-‘Allama al-Hilli (b. 648/1250, d. 726/1325), Fakhr al-Muhaqqiqin Muhammad
b. al-Hasan al-Hilli (b. 682/1283-84, d. 771/1369—70), al-Miqdad b. ‘Abd Allah
b. Muhammad al-Hillt al-Suytur1 (d. 826/1422—23), and “All b. Yanus al-Bayadi
(b. 791/1389, d. 877/1472-73).7

3 For a more detailed analysis of how Imami theologians were introduced to Avicennan
notions, see Ansari and Wisnovsky, “Jamal al-Din ‘All b. Sulayman’s Mi7aj al-salama and
Misbah al-‘irfan”.

4 See al-Majlisi, Bihar, vol. 106, p. 38, for al-Hasan b. al-Shahid al-ThanT'’s (sahib al-Maalim,
d. 1011/1602-3) quotation of a statement in which al-Muhaqqiq describes his teacher as
al-fagih Sadid al-Din Salim b. Mahfiz b. ‘Uzayza.

5 See Kohlberg, Medieval Muslim Scholar, p. 7. The principal source for this information is a
note in Shams al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Al1 al-JubaT’s (d. 866/1461-62) study book (majmu‘a);
see al-Majlis1, Bihar vol. 104, p. 207. See also al-Shahid al-Awwal, Arba‘un hadithan, p. 33,
where Ibn Tawas's teacher Salim b. Mahfuz is described as al-shaykh al-imam al-‘allama ra’ts
al-mutakallimin.

6 See Ansari and Schmidtke, Imami Thought in Transition.

7 See Appendix. It is noteworthy that Ibn al-‘Awdi apparently had access to two works by Salim
b. Mahfuz: he cites two different opinions from Salim, one of which is found in the latter’s
al-Minhaj.
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Despite the K. al-Minhaj's popularity among the scholars of al-Hilla during
the author’s lifetime and beyond, no copy of the work has come down to us,
and very little is known about its author’s biography.® His full name was Sadid
al-Din Salim b. Mahfuz Ibn ‘Uzayza (or ‘Aziza)® b. Wishah al-Sarawi al-Hilli, and
his nisba indicates that he hailed from and spent part of his life in Stra, located
close to al-Hilla.1° He was reputed not only as a theologian but also as a fagih.
Besides al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli and Ibn Tawas, Sadid al-Din Yasuf b. al-Mutahhar
al-Hilli, the father of the ‘Allama al-Hilli, is known to have studied with Salim
b. Mahfiz.!! Salim, in turn, is related to have studied with Najib al-Din Abu
Zakariyya Yahya b. al-Hasan b. Sa‘id al-Hilli (known as “Yahya al-Akbar”), a
grandfather of al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli and a pupil of Ibn Shahrashab (d. 588/
1192),!2 and with Jamal al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Hibat Allah b. Ratba
al-Strawi (d. 579/1183—-84).13 The latter was an expert in theology who had stud-
ied for some time in Rayy and Khurasan, where he must have been introduced
to the doctrines of Abu 1-Husayn al-Basri.'* Whether Salim b. Mahfuz met
al-Himmasi al-Razi when the latter visited al-Hilla and brought theology there
is uncertain, but the possibility should not be excluded.!®

Ms Tehran, Malik 1650 contains a copy of al-Miqdad al-SuyuarT's al-Anwar
al-jalaliyya li-l-Fusil al-nasiriyya, transcribed by Tu‘ma b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd
Allah b. Ahmad b. al-Khawwam (or al-Khawam) al-H&'ir1 and completed on

8 See e.g. Schmidtke, Theologie, Philosophie und Mystik, p. 241. For the little information that
is recorded about Salim b. Mahfiiz, see al-Hurr al-‘Amili, Amal al-amil, vol. 2, Pp- 124-125;
al-Afandi, Riyad, vol. 2, pp. 4u-412; al-Sadr, Takmilat Amal al-amil, vol. 3, pp. 106-107;
Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, vol. 23, p. 154 no. 8470 (al-Minhdaj); Agha Buzurg, al-Anwar al-sati‘a,
pp. 71-72; al-Amin, A‘yan al-Shia, vol. 7, p. 180 (al-Amin also adduces some of Salim’s
poetry); al-Subhani (ed.), Mujam tabaqat al-mutakallimin, vol. 2, pp. 383-384; al-Subhani
(ed.), Mawsi‘at tabaqat al-fugahd’, vol. 7, pp. 82—83.

9 Both forms, ‘Uzayza and ‘Aziza, are attested in Ibn Nasir al-Din, Tawdih al-mushtabah,
vol. 6, pp. 256—257.

10  For Sara, see Yaqut, Mujjam al-buldan, vol. 3, p. 278.

11 Asaresult, the ‘Allama al-Hilli mentions Salim b. Mahfiz in his jjazas; see e.g. al-Majlisi,
Bihar, vol. 104, p. 67; see also Aghé Buzurg, al-Anwar al-sati‘a, p. 209.

12 ForYahya b. al-Hasan, see Agha Buzurg, al-Thigat al-‘uyan, p. 338.

13 On him, see Aghé Buzurg, al-Thigat al-‘uyin, p. 83; see also al-Majlisi, Bihar, vol. 104, p. 173
for some of the other teachers with whom Salim b. Mahfuaz studied.

14  Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-mizan, vol. 2, p. 316.

15  Ifindeed Salim attended al-Himmast's study sessions in al-Hilla and endorsed the teach-
ings of Abt I-Husayn al-Basri, he might perhaps also be the author of al-Khulasa fi ilm
al-kalam, a summa in which the anonymous author supports the teachings of Abu
I-Husayn and refers to his own al-Manhaj or al-Minhaj; see Ansari, “al-Khulasa fi ilm
al-kalam az kist?".
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23 Jumada 1 852 (25 July 1448) (fig. 6).16 According to an ownership statement
(tamalluk), the codex was at some point in the possession of ‘Ali b. Ahmad
al-Jubaf, possibly a son of Jamal al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Al al-Juba‘ al-Kaf‘ami, the
author of Ma‘arij al-afham ila ‘ilm al-kalam'” and brother of the more famous
Ibrahim b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan al-Kaf‘ami (alive in 898/1492—93) and Shams al-Din
Muhammad b. ‘Al al-Juba‘ (b. 822/1419, d. 866/1461—62). The family boasted
many renowned scholars and possessed an important library.!8

At the beginning of the codex, several brief texts have been added, for the
most part by different hands. These texts include a quotation of a section from
Salim b. Mahfaz's Minhaj, covering al-masala al-khamisa fi tagsim al-taklif
(pp. 6-10; figs 1—5). The quotation is written in what seems to be the same hand
as the main text—that is, in the hand of Tu‘ma b. Ahmad al-H&’ir1. The rea-
son for Tu‘ma’s interest in Salim’s Minhaj may have been al-Miqdad al-SuyurT's
engagement with the work. The quotation ends with a note informing the reader
that the work continues with chapter 5 on lutf (tammat al-mas‘ala al-khamisa
bi-hamd Allah wa-‘awnihi wa-husn tawfigihi wa-yatluha al-fasl al-khamis
ft l-lutf). This comment not only shows that the overall size of the work must
have been considerable but also provides some indication as to the book’s
structure. Its substantial size is also suggested by Ibn al-‘Awd1’s references to
volume 2 (thant) of the Minhaj!® Since this quotation from the Minhdgj is the
only portion of the work currently known to be extant, we are providing an edi-
tio princeps below. Although the quotation confirms that Salim b. Mahfaz was
familiar with Ibn Sina’s thought, which he criticizes on one occasion, it con-
tains no indication of whether he preferred the doctrines of the Bahshamiyya
or those of Abu I-Husayn al-Basr1. That Salim endorsed at least some of the
views of Abt l-Husayn al-Basr1 is, however, evident from al-Bayadi’s reference
to him in his al-Bab al-maftuh ila ma gila fi -nafs wa-l-rih, where he states that
Salim followed Abui I-Husayn’s view that the human being consists of basic
parts, which remain unchanged over the being’s entire lifetime (inna [-insan

16 For a description of this codex, see Afshar and Danishpazhih, Fihrist, vol. 1, p. 66. The
K. al-Anwar was edited by ‘Al Hajji Abadi and ‘Abbas Jalali Niya as al-Anwar al-jalaliyya fi
sharh al-Fusil al-nasiriyya, but the editors did not consult Ms Malik 1650, one of the earli-
est extant witnesses of the work, and rather relied on later copies of the Anwar.

17  Published in an edition prepared by ‘Abd al-Halim ‘Iwad al-Hilli, Karbala’: Mu’assasat
al-Alami li-I-Matbu‘at, 1430/2009.

18  For the library, see ‘Iwad al-Hilli, “Maktabat al-Shaykh Ibrahim b. ‘Al1 al-Kaf‘am1".

19  See Appendix.
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Ms Tehran, Malik 1650, p. 6
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Ms Tehran, Malik 1650, p. 7
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Ms Tehran, Malik 1650, p. 8
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Ms Tehran, Malik 1650, p. 9
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Ms Tehran, Malik 1650, p. 10
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Ms Tehran, Malik 1650, colophon at the end of al-Anwar al-jalaliyya, dated 23 Jumada 1 852 AH
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ajz@ asliyya ft [-badan baqiya min awwal al-‘umr ila akhirihi la yajiz ‘alayha
l-tabaddul wa-l-taghayyur ...).2°

Tu‘ma was active as a copyist around the mid-ninth/fifteenth century. From
his hand we know of a copy of al-Durus al-shar‘iyya f figh al-Imamiyya by
Muhammad b. Makki al-Shahid al-Awwal (d. 786/1384), dated 13 Jumada 1 854
(24]July1450), which during the lifetime of Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani (d.1389/1970)
was held in the library of the Mashkar family (Al Mashkar) in Najaf.?! The
Kitabkhana-yi Ayat Allah Gulpayigani in Qum holds a codex containing a
copy of the ‘Allama al-Hilli's K. Tahrir al-ahkam al-shartyya ‘ala madhhab
al-Imamiyya that was also produced by Tu‘ma and was completed in Rajab 853
(August-September 1449).22

Edition

In the following we offer an editio princeps of Ms Malik 1650, fols 5r—71, contain-
ing al-masala al-khamisa fi tagsim al-taklif, the concluding section of chapter 4
of Salim b. Mahfuz Ibn ‘Uzayza’s K. al-Minhaj.

(;>)\ o) Al 2
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G o el AL
s b 5(\92“)‘“)

20  For Abua l-Husayn’s notion of the human being, see Schmidtke, Theology of al-‘Allama
al-Hillt, pp. 21—222.

21 Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, vol. 8, p. 145 no. 562. For the library, see Agha Buzurg, Dhari‘a, vol. 8,
p- 297. The copy is not recorded by Dirayati in his Mujam al-makhtatat al-iragiyya and
may have been lost.

22 Sadra1Kho’1 and Hafiziyan Babuli, Fifrist, vol. 2, p. 742, and vol. 7, p. 3674. The copy is also
recorded by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Tabataba in his Maktabat al-‘Allama al-Hilli, p. 89 no. 40, but
al-Tabatabal does not mention the name of the copyist.
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Appendix: Quotations from Salim b. Mahfuz’s K. al-Minhaj in the
Later Imami Literature

Shihab al-Din Isma‘ll Ibn al-‘Awdi al-Asadi al-Hilli, Urjiza fi sharh al-Yaqit ft
‘ilm al-kalam, pp. 520, 521:42
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42 We consulted the edition by Muhammad Rida Ansari Qummi (with some few revisions);
for another edition of the text, as well as an additional witness that was not consulted by
either editor, see Schmidtke, “Doctrinal Views”, pp. 393-394 no. 15.
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