APPENDIX 1

A Descriptive Catalogue of Some Key Sources That
Deal with the Subject of Encounters with the
Hidden Imam

What follows is an annotated catalogue of some of the main collections of stories
of encounters with the Hidden Imam and other books that emphasize these stories,
mentioned by Aqa Buzurg al-Tihrani (d.1970) in his al-Dhari‘a ila tasanif al-shia, a com-
prehensive bibliography of works written up to 1950-1.1

1. Al-Abgari -hisan ft ahwal (var., tawarikh) mawlana sahib al-zaman (The fine won-
ders of beauty concerning the circumstances [var., chronicles] of our master, the lord of
the [final] age) (Persian), by ‘Ali-Akbar Nahavandi (b. 1280/1863—4, d. 1950),% a student
of al-NaurT al-Tabarsi.3 It is one of the lengthiest works on the Hidden Imam.* One of the
main sections of the work is entitled al-Yaqut al-ahmar fi-man ra‘a l-hujja al-muntazar
(The red ruby concerning those who have seen the eagerly awaited Proof [of God]).
This section was republished as a separate book under the title Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i
‘asr (The blessings of the Guardian of the Age). The book is divided into seven chap-
ters: (1) encounters with the Hidden Imam, in a wakeful state, during which the person
has seen and simultaneously recognized the Imam (8o accounts); (2) encounters with
the Hidden Imam, in a wakeful state, during which the person sees the Imam but only
later realizes this fact (109 accounts); (3) sightings and unveilings, concerning people
who saw the Imam in a state between wakefulness and sleep (16 accounts); (4) veridi-
cal dreams (29 accounts); (5) traces of the Hidden Imam, concerning accounts of those
who saw the light of the Imam, heard his voice, or inhaled his fragrance (52 accounts)
(this chapter also includes the tawgi‘at of the Imam and accounts of miracles performed

T

1 On al-Tihran, see Algar, “Aqa (or Aga) Bozorg Tehrani,” Elr, 2:169—70. On his al-Dhari‘a, see
Kohlberg, al-Daria ela Tasanif al-Sta, Elr, 7:35-6.

2 Onal-Abgaril-hisan, see al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 15:215-6 (no. 1419). Henry Corbin is among the
few Western scholar who have taken note of this work. See Corbin, Histoire, 108 [= Corbin,
History, 69], where he calls it “al-Kitdb al-'abqgari,” and Corbin, En Islam iranien, 4:303—4 n. 2,
where he calls it, “al-Kitdb al-‘abqari al-hossan fi ithbat Mawldnd Sdhib al-zamdn.”

3 Nahavandi, Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i ‘asr, 16. On Nahavandi, see Misbah, “Hajj Shaykh ‘Ali-
Akbar Nahavandi.” Nahavandi also recorded stories of encounters with the Hidden Imam in
his Khazinat al-jawahir, 1:378-80; 2:1047-55.

4 Al-Abgari l-hisan has been republished by the Jamkaran publishing house in nine volumes,
comprising 4,400 pages.
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180 APPENDIX 1

by him); (6) accounts of those who prayed to the Hidden Imam to intercede for them
(tavassulat) and whose prayers were answered (19 accounts); and (7) accounts of those
who met the servants, the four emissaries (sufara’) or deputies (wukala’) of the Imam
(47 accounts—all from the Lesser Occultation).

Most of the accounts are of prominent or less well-known ulama who are said to have
encountered the Imam, especially clerics from the time of Nahavandi or the previous
century, including al-Wahid al-Bihbihani (d. 1791), Bahr al-‘Ulam al-Tabataba’i (d. 1797),
Muhammad Hasan al-Najafi—known as “Sahib al-Jawahir” (d. 1850), Murtada al-Ansari
(d.1864), Hasan Shirazi, known as Mirza-yi Shirazi (d.1895), Aqa Najafi Isfahani (d.1914),
Muhammad-Husayn N&'ini (d. 1936), ‘Abd al-Karim Yazdi H&'ir1 (d. 1937)—the influen-
tial marji‘al-taqlid who founded the modern fawza in Qum, and Abii l-Hasan Isfahani
(d. 1946).

The editor of Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i ‘asr, Sayyid Javad Mu‘allim, maintains that
there are so many stories of people who have seen the Imam that the matter no longer
needs to be proven.® He emphasizes that anyone, regardless of learning or piety, can see
the Imam, though in fact most of the stories are of scholars and students of knowledge.®
According to Mu‘allim, the accounts serve to prove that the Imam “truly is among us”
(an hadrat vagi‘an dar bayn-i ma hastand).” Stories of prominent ulama encountering
the Imam are included throughout the work, though sources are not cited for any of
the accounts.8 A report is also related of Nahavandi's scribe, a certain Muhammad-Ali

H&'irl, seeing the Hidden Imam.?

2. Bada’i al-kalam fi-man faza bi-liga’ al-imam ‘alayh al-salam (Wondrous words
concerning those who have attained the presence of the Imam, peace be upon him)
(Arabic?), by Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. Murtada al-Yazdi al-Ha’ir1 al-
Tabataba1 (d. ca. 1313/1895-6).10 According to al-Tihran, al-Tabataba’i mentioned this
book in a list of his written works found at the end of his Akhbar al-awa’il, published in

5 Nahavandi, Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i ‘asr, 13 (from the intro. by Mu‘allim).

6 Nahavandi, Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i ‘asr, 14 (from the intro. by Mu‘allim).

7 Nahavandi, Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i ‘asr, 18 (from the intro. by Mu‘allim).

8 Page references for stories about the following individuals appear in the parentheses after
their names: Nasir al-Din al-Tasl (366—9); Muqaddas al-Ardabili (72); ‘Allama al-Hilli (176—
7,179-80); al-Shahid al-Thani (179); al-Hurr al-Amili (360); Murtada al-Ansari (177-8); Aqa
Najafi Isfahani (178—9); ‘Ali al-H&'irT al-Yazdi (192-3).

9 Nahavandi, Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i ‘asr, 359. Nahavandi describes miracles and encoun-
ters with the Imam in other works as well, e.g., his Rahat al-rah ya kishti-i najat, 144—5,
170—4.

10  Al-Qazwini, al-Imam al-mahdi, 254, lists the title of the book as Bada@’i‘ al-kalam fi-man
ijtama‘“ bi-l-imam. Al-QazwinT’s introduction was plagiarized by al-Ibrahimi, I'raf imam
zamanika, 83—4.
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A CATALOGUE OF KEY SOURCES 181

1312/1894-5.11 According to al-Amin, a section of this work was published in Bombay in
1308/1890-1 and featured an endorsement (taqriz) by al-Nuui al-Tabars1.!?

3. Bahjat al-awliy@ fi-man faza bi-liga’ al-hujja (The delight of the friends of God con-
cerning those who attained the presence of the proof [of God]) (Persian), by Muham-
mad Taqi b. Mirza Kazim b. Mirza ‘Aziz Allah b. al-Mawla Muhammad Taqi al-Majlis
al-Isfahani, known as al-Almasi (b. 1089/1678—9, d. 1159/1746—7), a maternal grandson
of Muhammad Bagqir al-Majlisi. According to al-Tihrany, this title was mentioned in the
work of one of al-AlmasT’s students. It has never been published and no manuscripts

are known to exist.13

4. Bughyat al-talib fi-man ra’a l-imam al-gha’ib ‘alayh al-salam (The object of the
seeker’s desire concerning those who have seen the Hidden Imam) (Persian), by
Muhammad Bagqir al-Birjandi al-Q@’ini (b. 1276/1859—60, d. 1933—4). This work was
printed in Mashhad in 1923-4.1* An autograph is available in the library of Ayatollah
Mar‘ashi-Najafi in Qum. Another manuscript exists, presumably in the same library,
under the title Tadhkirat al-talib. The author was a student of Mirza-yi Shirazi and al-
Niiri al-Tabarsi, among others.!® According to al-Tihrani, this work mentions or makes
use of an anti-Babi polemical work entitled al-Radd ‘ala [-babiyya by Shaykh Muham-
mad Hasan al-Khasufl al-Q&’ini, another student of Mirza-yi Shirazi.'6

5. Dar al-salam ft man faza bi-salam al-Imam (The abode of peace concerning those
who attained the peace of the Imam) (Persian), by Mahmud b. Ja‘far al-Maytham al-

11 Al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 3:65 (no. 190).

12 Al-Amin, A’yan al-shi'a, 9:254.

13 Al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 3:160 (no. 567). Al-Qazwini, al-Imam al-mahdi, 254, lists the title of
the book as al-Bahja fi-man faza bi-liga’ al-hujja. The book is said to include an account
about an unnamed believer from Baghdad (alive in 1136/1723—4) who, while stranded on
anisland, sees a giant snake killed by a rabbit, then encounters a group of people and real-
izes, after being transported back to his home, that one of them was the Hidden Imam.
Al-Narl al-Tabarsi (d. 1902) read this account in Nur al-‘uyin, a work written by one of
al-Almast’s students. Al-Narl al-Tabarsi, Jannat al-ma’wa, 76—9 (no. 29) [Persian transla-
tion: al-Nuxi, Najm-i thaqib, 2:632—4 (no. 38)]. This suggests that al-NirT al-Tabarsi did not
have access to Bahjat al-awliya@. The story is also cited in al-H&'ir1 al-Yazdi, llzam al-nasib,
2:41-2 (no. 26), who gives the title of the book as Bahjat al-awliya@ f dhikr man ra’ahu fi I-
ghayba al-kubra. Similar stories of island encounters with the Hidden Imam are recorded
in Najm-i thaqib, 2:462—72 (no. 2), 2:597-615 (no. 37), 2:739—41 (no. 83).

14  Al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 3133 (no. 449).

15  Mahdipur, Kitab-namih-yi hadrat-i mahdi, 1175 (no. 398).

16 Al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 10189 (no. 453).
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182 APPENDIX 1

‘Iraqi (b. 1240/1825 in Tehran; d. 1306/1888-9, 1308/1890-1 or 1310/1892—3 in Najaf).l”
The author is often referred to in ShiT biographical sources as “Sahib-i Dar al-salam”
(“the author of Dar al-salam”).'® Completed by al-Maythami al-Iraqi in 1301/1884, two
years later, Dar al-salam was published by the official state printing house in Tehran,
with the blessing of Nasir al-Din Shah and the imperial court, in lithograph form and a
generous initial printing of 1,000 copies. It was first typeset in Tehran in 1333 Sh./1954.
An abridged form of the book has been published under the title Ru’ya-yi nir (Visions
of the light),!® and the monograph itself has been published repeatedly, including in
2008 by the Jamkaran Mosque outside Qum. In recent printings, the title of the book
appears as Dar al-salam dar ahvalat-i hadrat-i mahdiva-‘al@im-i zuhur va-kisant kih dar
khwab ya bidari bih mahdar-i an hadrat-i mubarak sharafyab shudih-and (The abode of
peace concerning the Mahdi, the portents of his advent, and [the accounts of] those
who were honored to attain his presence in dreams or while awake). Many of the sto-
ries recounted in Dar al-salam are reproduced in subsequent books on the subject of
encounters with the Imam.

Dar al-salam is composed of six parts. The first three are short and devoted to restat-
ing popular apologetic themes in ghayba works, such as rationalizing the need for an
infallible guide in every age. Part 5 constitutes the largest section of the book and is
devoted mainly to stories of encounters with the Hidden Imam. The third chapter of
this section is devoted to stories of those who encountered the Hidden Imam during
the Greater Occultation. Here, al-Maythami al-Iraqgi provides a Persian translation of
two accounts: the story of the Green Island in the White Sea and the story of five islands
ruled by sons of the Hidden Imam.2° He then records a number of accounts of those
who saw the Imam while awake and those who saw him in dreams and visions.?! In the
category of those who saw the Imam while awake, he introduces a further taxonomy
of those who recognized the Imam while seeing him and those who, after having seen
him, recognized that they had seen the Hidden Imam. The accounts in this section are
mainly of eminent ulama from the Safavid and Qajar periods, including al-Ardabili and
Bahr al-‘Ulam al-Tabataba’1. In addition, in this work, al-Maythami al-Iraqi provides, for
the first time, a now famous account of his teacher Murtada al-Ansari encountering the
Hidden Imam in Najaf (see chapter 4, above). This account appears in virtually all the

17 On this work, see al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 8:20-1 (no.18); Mahdavi, Zindiginamih-yi Allamah
Mayjlisi, 2:284. An 1886 lithograph copy is available in the Princeton University Library (call
number: 2465.4985.328q) under the title Dar al-salam al-mushtamil ‘ala dhikr man faza bi-
salam (344 fols.).

18 On al-Maythami al-‘Iraqi, see I'timad al-Saltanih, ‘Ulama-yi, 126; al-Amin, A‘yan al-shia,
10:103; Sahra’t, “Maythami-Traqi,” DMT, 15:568; Ghaemmaghami, “The Abode of Peace.”

19  Al-Maythami al-Traq, Ru’ya-yi nir.

20  Al-Maythami al-‘Iraqi, Dar al-salam, 448-64, 464-72.

21 Al-Maythami al-Iraqi, Dar al-salam, 474-8s.
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biographical works on al-Ansari and has strengthened his reputation as a pious jurist
with access to the Hidden Imam. Perhaps most significant of all, al-Maythami al-Traq1
provides two accounts of himself encountering the Imam. In one report, he looks back
to a time when he was deeply disturbed by a number of ulama “who had strayed
from the path” (munharif shudand) of the Imams and died clinging to “corrupt beliefs”
(‘aqa’id-i fasidah). This is a reference to ulama that al-Maythami al-‘Iraqi branded as
heretics, that is, ulama who embraced the Shaykhi school and the Babi movement,
including at least one of al-Maythami al-‘IraqT’s colleagues from the time he was a stu-
dent of al-Ansari.22 While troubled by this trend, he claimed to have experienced a
vision of the Hidden Imam one night in a mosque in Najaf. As the Imam was leaving the
mosque, al-Maytham al-‘Iraqi threw himself at his feet weeping. He begged to know:
“What will happen to me?” The Imam gently helped him to his feet and responded in
Persian: “I will not leave without you (bi-ti nimiravam).” Al-Maytham al-Iraqi under-
stood the Imam’s words to mean that the Imam would not enter paradise without
al-Maythami al-‘Iraqi, perhaps suggesting that al-Maytham al-Iraqi would live to wit-
ness the Imam’s appearance, then die with him.23

6. Hidayat al-anam fi-man laqiya al-hujja ft -manam (Guidance to humanity con-
cerning those who met the Proof [of God] in dreams) (Persian), by the prolific scholar
Husayn b. Nasr Allah b. Sadiq al-Husayni al-Musaw1 al-‘Arab-Baghi, also known as
Husayn Uriimiyyih-1 and ‘Arab-Baghi Urmavi (d. 1950).24 According to al-Tihranyj,
Hidayat al-anam was completed on 6 May 1913 and printed in Tabriz the following
year. Al-Tihrani notes that it was also appended to Urmavi’s al-Tuhifa al-mahdawiyya
ft ahwal al-imam al-mahdi, which was completed in 1330/1911—2 and printed in Tabriz
in 1335/1916-7.2% Hidayat al-anam has been reprinted at least five times. In the intro-
duction, Urmavi explains that having written al-Tuhfa al-mahdawiyya the previous year
and included forty stories of those who attained the presence of the Hidden Imam,

22 See Ghaemmaghami, “The Abode of Peace.” Al-Maythami al-‘Iraqi also wrote an anti-
Shaykhi polemic called Kifayat al-rashidin fi l-radd ‘ala jama‘a min al-mubdi‘in. Al-Tihrani,
al-Dhari‘a, 18:91-2 (no. 825).

23  The two accounts are also cited in Nahavandi, Barakat-i hadrat-i vali-i ‘asr, 393—4. Another
collection of encounter stories attributed to al-Maythami al-Iraqi, though not mentioned
by al-Tihrani in al-Dharta, is Tadhkirat al-talib fi-man ra’a l-imam al-gha’ib. This work has
never been published, and I know of no extant manuscripts, but it is mentioned in pass-
ing in al-Qazwini, al-Imam al-mahdi, 254; al-Zanjani al-Najafi, Aga’id al-imamiyya, 1:248;
Tayyib, Kalim al-tayyib, 537; al-Gulpayigani, Muntakhab al-athar, 381.

24 On ‘Arab-Baghi Urtimi, see Khiradmand, Gudhar-i afiab.

25  Al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 25:174 (no. 114); 3:475 (no. 1748), calls the book al-Tuhfa al-mahdiyya.
Chapter 11 includes accounts of forty individuals who encountered the Hidden Imam
(fazu bi-ziyaratihi).
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184 APPENDIX 1

it occurred to him to write a separate work and compile forty accounts of those who
dreamt of the Hidden Imam.?6 Many of the accounts are taken from the works of al-
Nari al-Tabarsi.

7. Jannat al-ma’wa ft dhikr man faza bi-liga’ al-hujja aw mujazatihi fi l-ghayba al-
kubra (The garden of refuge concerning those who attained the presence of the Proof
[of God] or [witnessed] his miracles during the Greater Occultation) (Arabic), by al-
Nl al-Tabarsi (d. 1902), completed on 13 Shawwal 1302/26 July 1885.27 This work
includes fifty-nine accounts not mentioned by al-Majlisi in his Bikar al-anwar.28 Al-
Nurl al-Tabarsi, in fact, hoped that his work would serve as an addendum to the volume
of Bihar al-anwar that is devoted to the Hidden Imam, in order to “prove [the] weighty
matter of the Imam’s appearance, from time to time, to meet with his most pious dis-

ciples.” He prayed that these stories could serve “as a means [for the faithful] to draw

closer to [the Imam].”??

8. Kifayat al-muhtadi ft ma‘rifat al-mahdi ‘alayh al-salam (That which suffices the
rightly guided in knowing and recognizing the Mahdi, peace be upon him) (Persian),
by Muhammad Had1 b. Muhammad Mir Lawhi Sabzavari (fl. eleventh/seventeenth cen-
tury).30 Also known as Arba‘in-i Mir Lawhi,3! Kifayat al-muhtadi is a Persian translation
of, and commentary on, forty hadiths about the twelfth Imam, twenty-five of which are
found in Ithbat al-raj‘a, a work ascribed to Fadl b. Shadhan al-Nishabiui (d. 260/873).32
In the introduction, Mir-Lawhi states that he began writing Kifayat al-muhtadr after see-
ing a dream of either the Prophet or the Imam on 14 Shaban 1081/27 December 1670.33

26 Urmavi, Hidayat al-anam, 1.

27  See al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 5:159—60 (no. 675).

28 On this work, see E. Kohlberg, “Behar al-Anwar,” in EIr, 4:90-3.

29  Al-Nur al-Tabarsi, Jannat al-ma’wa, 1. Jannat al-ma’wd continues to be regularly pub-
lished as an addendum to the volume of al-Majlist’s Bihar al-anwar on the Hidden Imam.
See al-Majlis1, Bihar al-anwar, 53:199-336.

30 On the author, see Hairi, “Mir Lawhi,” £1% Turner, Islam without Allah?, 212—3; Turner, “Still
Waiting for the Imam?” 45-7; Tawiisi-Masrur, “Mir-Lawhi, Sayyid Muhammad b. Muham-
mad,” DMT, 15: 586—7.

31 Sabzavar, Kifayat al-muhtadr, 112.

32  Sabzavari, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 132. Cf. al-Tihrani, al-Dhari‘a, 16: 78 (no. 395), who seems to
regard al-Nishabuut's books, al-Ghayba and Ithbat al-raja, as one and the same book, in
the possession of Mir-Lawhi, but no longer available. See also Amini, “Kitab-i ghaybat-i
Shaykh Tasi,” 472.

33  Sabzavari, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 427. The text is ambiguous about whether he saw the
Prophet or the Hidden Imam though it is likely the latter considering that the dream took
place on the eve of the Imam’s putative birth.
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The book was completed two years later.3* The chapter on hadith no. 37 (a hadith
ascribed to al-Sadiq which says that all the miracles that were performed by the
prophets and their successors will also be performed by the Qa’im) is the longest chap-
ter of the work. This chapter comprises accounts of encounters with the Hidden Imam
and stories of miracles ascribed to the Imam.35

On encounters during the period of the Greater Occultation, Mir Lawhi states,
“There have been many Shi‘a and mawali who have attained [the Hidden Imam’s] pres-
ence.” He refers readers to the three works I have discussed in this book (al-Sadaq’s
Kamal al-din, al-Rawandt’s al-Khara’j, and al-Irbili’s Kashf al-ghumma) as well as al-
Fusul al-muhimma.36 Regarding the final tawqi of the Imam, he states, “What has been
mentioned in the hadith, ‘Anyone who claims to have seen [me] before the appearance
of al-Sufyani and [the sounding of] the Cry is a lying impostor, does not contradict
these accounts (ba in akhbar munafat nadarad).” Mir Lawhi directs readers to his work
Riyad al-mwminin for a more detailed discussion of the issue.37 He also states that an
unnamed Shi‘1scholar has stated in a work on the virtues of the Imams that there are so
many stories of the Hidden Imam meeting his followers, healing the sick, and assisting
the helpless that were they all to be collected, it would become a large tome (kitabi ‘agim
mishavad).38 He then cites two accounts from this unnamed author, transmitted from
al-Irbilt’s Kashf al-ghumma: the story of Isma‘il al-Hirqili and the story of the father of a
certain al-Baqi b. ‘Atwa al-‘Alaw1 al-Husayn1.3° The only other account from the period
of the Greater Occultation he cites is the story of the youth and the Black Stone (see
chapter 4 for this account).*® Mir-Lawhi adds, “I know a sick person who has seen the
Imam multiple times (mukarrar an hadrat ra didih). At one point, he suffered from a
terminal illness, but the Imam fully healed him.”#! Mir-Lawhi then refers to the hadith

34  Onthe work, see al-Tihrani, al-Dharra, 18: 101-2 (no. 867).

35  Sabzavari, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 585-641.

36  Thisis areference to al-Fusil al-muhimma [-ma‘rifat al-a’imma al-ithni - ashar wa-fadlihim
wa-ma‘rifat awladihim wa-naslihim by Nar al-Din ‘All b. Muhammad b. al-Sabbagh al-
Maliki al-Makki (d. 855/1451-2), a Sunni scholar from the Maghrib whose testimony in
support of the twelfth Imam being the Mahdi is often referred to by Shi1 apologists.
See Madelung, “al-Mahdi,” E12 On al-Fusil al-muhimma, see al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 16: 246
(no. 978). Al-Fusul al-muhimma has been published, but there are no accounts of encoun-
ters with the Hidden Imam from the period of the Greater Occultation. Ibn al-Sabbagh,
al-Fusul al-muhimma, 2:1095-1136.

37  The full title of this work is Riyad al-mwminin wa-hada’iq al-muttagin but it does not
appear to have survived. See al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 11:329 (no. 2o11). Mir-Lawhi wrote this
work in his youth. Hairi, “Mir Lawhi,” E12, 7:94.

38  Sabzavari, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 628.

39  Sabzavari, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 629-34.

40 Sabzavar, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 625-7.

41 Sabzavari, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 634.
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that states that when the Imam attends the pilgrimage, people see him but are unable
to recognize him. It appears that he understands this hadith to be applicable for the
period of the Greater Occultation as well. He also quotes the account of Ibn Faris al-
Adib (see chapter 3 for this account), though he does not say whether this account
is from the Lesser or Greater Occultation. With the exception of the three accounts
referred to above, all of the remaining accounts he cites are from the Lesser Occulta-
tion. It is thus odd that Mir-Lawhi states, at this point, that “most of the stories that have
been mentioned took place during the Greater Occultation” (va hikayati kih madhkar
shud akthar dar ghaybat-i kubra bud).*?

9. Al-Najm al-thaqib fi ahwal al-imam al-gha’ib (also called Najm-i thaqib) (The
star of piercing brightness, concerning the circumstances of the Hidden Imam) (Per-
sian), by al-Nari al-Tabarsi, completed shortly after Jannat al-ma’wa on 14 Dhia1-Qa‘da
1302/25 August 1885.43 Chapter seven, by far the longest chapter of the book, features
one hundred stories of those who encountered or contacted the Hidden Imam during
the Greater Occultation. According to al-Nurl al-Tabarsi, his teacher Mirza-yi Shirazi
urged him to write Najm-i thaqib, gave the manuscript his seal of approval, and asserted
that no other work on the Hidden Imam rivals it.** Al-Nari al-Tabarsi states that his
main purpose in compiling the stories is to prove the existence of the Imam, demon-
strate that he lives among the people, and show how his presence benefits them. That
the work was written in Persian betrays a desire to make the stories available to the
educated public in al-Narl al-Tabarst’s native land. Najm-i thaqib has been published
and reprinted numerous times in the original language. It has also been published in
abridged form under the title Khirshid-i gh@’ib (The hidden sun).> The one hundred
stories of encounters with the Hidden Imam during the Greater Occultation have also
been extracted and published as a separate volume.*6 Additionally, Najm-i thaqib has
been translated into Arabic (twice) and English.

10. Tabsirat al-walt fir-man ra'a l-qa’im al-mahdi (The mental perception of the
guardian [of the age] concerning those who have seen the Q&’im, the Mahdi) (Arabic),
by Hashim b. Sulayman al-Bahrani (d. 1107/1695-96 or 1109/1697-98).#7 Completed in

42 Sabzavari, Kifayat al-muhtadi, 637.

43  Al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 24:69 (no. 352). See a recent edition with the Persianized title: al-
Nari, Najm-i thaqib dar ahval-i imam-i gh@’ib.

44  Al-Nari, Najm-i thaqib, 1:36—7.

45  [Al-Nari al-Tabarsi|, Kharshid-i gha’ib.

46  [Al-Nari al-Tabarsi], Ma imam-i zaman.

47 On the author, see Tabriziyan, al-Allama al-Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrani, 17-87; al-Bahrani,
Tabsirat al-wali, dal-nin (from the book’s introduction); Madelung, “Bahrani, Hasem,” Elr,

3:528-9; Lawson, “Akhbari Shi‘t Approaches to tafsir,” 187.
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1099/1688, this work contains seventy-six accounts of encounters with the Imam, most
of which took place during the period of the Lesser Occultation.*8 Al-Bahrani states
in the introduction that it occurred to him to compile the reports of those who had
seen or heard the Imam’s voice during the lifetime of his father, the eleventh Imam
(al-Hasan al-‘Askari), and then during “the first and second occultations,” adding that
there are numerous such accounts “in dependable books and reliable works.”*® A sepa-
rate work by al-Bahrani called Fas! mu‘tabar fi-man ra’a l-imam al-thani ‘ashar al-q@’im
al-muntazar (A credible chapter concerning those who have seen the twelfth Imam,
the awaited Qa’im) has been published as an addendum to Tabsirat al-wali. According
to Tabriziyan, Fas! mu‘tabar was likely intended to be a condensed version of Tabsirat
al-wali with some additional accounts.>°

48  The comment by al-Tihrani, al-Dharia, 3:326 (no. 192), cited by Madelung, “Bahrani,
Hasem,” Elr, 3:529, that the work includes accounts of “about 76 persons who saw the
twelfth Imam down to the year 664/1265-66" is incorrect, since al-Bahrani includes the
story of the Green Island in the White Sea, which is clearly much later. For information
about manuscripts, abridgements, and translations, see Tabriziyan, al-Allama al-Sayyid
Hashim al-Bahrani, m—-4. For a partial Persian translation, see Bahrani, Rawzanih’ bih
khurshid.

49 Al-Bahrani, Tabsirat al-wali, 4.

50 Tabriziyan, al-Allama al-Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrant, 141.
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